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The Noise P o l lu t io n  Control Section o f  the Ontario Minis try o f  the 
Environment rece ived  368 new noise  complaints  in  1977-78 from a l l  a reas  o f  
the province excluding  the City  o f  Toronto who independently r e p o r t  r e ­
ce iv ing  778 noise complaints f o r  the  same period» No new prosecu tions  were 
i n i t i a t e d  in the p a s t  y e a r  by the  Min is t ry  pursuant  to p rov is ions  o f  The 
Environmental P r o tec t io n  Act. One convic t ion  f o r  excess ive  noise from a 
b u i ld in g  c en t r a l  a i r  cond i t ion ing  system is  being appealed before  the Courts 
and an appeal a g a i n s t  one Control Order was withdrawn by the  a p p e l l a n t  and 
the  case c losed .

Five m u n i c ip a l i t i e s  have now adopted q u a l i t a t i v e  noise  cont rol  by­
laws which,  pursuan t  t c  the l e g i s l a t i o n ,  have been approved by the M in is te r  
o f  the Environment.  Of t h e se ,  the  by-laws of  North Bay, Bar r ie  and Guelph 
have been p r in t e d  f o r  general  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and in fo rm a t ion .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
the  City o f  Hamilton has adopted a more comprehensive by-law inc lud ing  many 
q u a n t i t a t i v e  noise contro l  l i m i t s .

The t h i r d  yea r  o f  the Environmental Acoustics  Technology t r a i n i n g  
program has been completed; more than 100 a d d i t io n a l  candidates  rece ived  i n ­
s t r u c t i o n  in  noise  control  and in  noise abatement techniques  in  land use 
plann ing .  Four of  the Min is t ry  t r a i n i n g  manuals in the s e r i e s  were rev ised  
and r e p r in t e d  to meet public  demand.

During the y e a r ,  the Noise P o l lu t io n  Control Section provided t e c h n i ­
cal a n a l y s i s  and comment on 410 new land use p r o j e c t s  inc lud ing  changes in 
O f f i c i a l  Plan and new su b d iv i s io n s .  I t  a l so  analysed p o t e n t i a l  noise impacts 
from 40 new i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t s  submitted to the Minis try f o r  approva l .

A ra i lway noise symposium co-sponsored by CP Rail and the Minist ry 
was he ld  in  Toronto in May to d iscuss  the environmental land use problems 
a r i s i n g  from noisy  ra i lway a c t i v i t i e s .  Most Federal agencies  and concerned 
P rov inc ia l  agencies a t t en d ed  and c o n t r ib u te d  to the symposium. A comprehen­
s ive  r e p o r t  on the  symposium and background documents was l a t e r  c i r c u l a t e d  to 
a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

Two no ise  r e l a t e d  p r o j e c t s  were funded by the Min is t ry  under the 
Ontario  Experience '77 program and cons ide rab le  data was ga thered  by s tudents  
working under p ro fe s s io n a l  s u p e rv is io n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  work continued on four 
major in-house  p ro je c t s  r e l a t e d  to  a i r c r a f t  n o i s e ,  freeway n o i s e ,  impulsive 
noise and t ruck  no ise .  In te rim r e p o r t s  on a spec ts  o f  the  resea rch  are being 
prepared f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and comment.

To d a t e ,  only one resea rch  p r o j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  has been rece ived  
f o r  funding under the Ontario  P rov inc ia l  Lo t te ry  program. This a p p l i c a t i o n  
concerns the  e f f e c t  of  t r a f f i c  noise on h e a l th .  In c o n t r a s t ,  t h re e  research  
p r o j e c t s  on occupationa l  noise  resea rch  have a l ready  been approved by the 
Ontario  M in is t ry  of  Labour and funded.



22

In conclusion, i t  i s  es t imated t h a t  developers of  new sub­
d iv is ions  in Ontario have invested  between $300,000 of  $400,000 in 
impact s tud ies  during the pas t  year  in  support o f  development app l ica ­
t ions in p o te n t i a l ly  noisy areas .  However, the actual  investment in 
physical noise control measures on s i t e  and in cons t ruc t ion  is  an i n ­
tang ib le .  Another s t a t i s t i c  o f  i n t e r e s t  i s  the f a c t  th a t  over the pas t  
three y ea r s ,  486 man-weeks of  t r a in in g  in acous t ics  theory, instrumen­
ta t ion  and noise abatement techniques has been provided. Many t ra inees  
have had a to ta l  of  three weeks of  t r a in in g  while others only have had 
one or two weeks of  t r a in in g .  Since c e r t i f i c a t e s  of  competency issued 
by the Ministry are va l id  fo r  three years only, Noise Control Officers 
t ra ined  in the f i r s t  year  of the Ministry educational  program must r e ­
turn in 1978/79 fo r  r e ta in ing  and r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n .


